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tion baptized before Nikon's time died the situation became omi-
nous. If the true priesthood no longer existed and was replaced by
a "self-appointed assemblage," there could be no true church. Thus
the last gleam of light from the apostolic succession went out with
the death of the priests born before the Moscow anathemas of 1667.
This thought was too alarming to the pious flock. No, the true
church of ancient piety did exist. It must exist, for the chain of
apostolic succession could not be broken until the end of the world.
"Sooner shall the sun stand still than the church of Our I^ord
should remain without priests," decided the more moderate ad-
herents of the Schism, and they began a search for "Old Orthodox
bishops'* who had not adopted the "Nikonian practice." Though
the Old Ritualists had no idea where to find these bishops, their
imagination, supported by ancient folklore, became active. The true
church was somewhere in the East, in Japan, in the "Oponian
realm" situated on the seven islands of the ocean-sea. Marco, the
monk from the Topozersk Monastery, had been there and found
one hundred seventy-nine churches of the "Assyrian tongue" and
forty Russian churches built by the fugitive monks from the Solo-
vetsk Monastery. Here the Schism established its religious Utopia.
But this was not sufficient, something more real was necessary, and
in spite of the distrust of the Greeks, there was formed the idea
that in more accessible Antioch ancient Orthodoxy remained in-
tact. From Antioch, notwithstanding the well-known view of the
Old Ritualists on the subject, the base of Orthodoxy was trans-
ferred to Constantinople. In the first years of the eighteenth cen-
tury an envoy from the Old Ritualist body went to the Greeks
to learn what actually was their creed, but the result proved un-
satisfactory.
It was obviously impossible to adhere strictly to the principle.
Concessions were unavoidable, and Awakum's maxim that "in
need even the law can be changed" had to be adopted. Therefore,
if it was impossible to find priests outside the established church,
it remained only to apply for them to the Nikonians.
Actually this had already been done. While time was being
spent in the futile quest of Old Orthodox bishops, the schismatic
community could not remain without clergy, so the sacraments
were administered by the priests baptized according to the new